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 British Library PhD Placement Scheme 

Placement Projects since 2016 

 

 

Activism 

 Exploring British Library collections through 20th and early 21st century anti-poverty activism 

(blog post here and here) 

 Exploring food activism through the archives: the relationship between animal rights 

campaigns and food activism in the UK 1950-2015 

 Independent, DIY and activist BAME publishing, in print and online, in 21st century Britain 

(blog post here) 

 

Antiquity 

 Greek Papyri of late Antique Egypt 

 

Asian Collections 

 The Treasures of Danzan Ravjaa 

 Historic photographs of the Silk Road  

 

Contemporary British 

 21st century British comics (blog post here and here) 

 Art, Poetry and Politics – Contemporary British artists’ books (blog post here and here) 

 Art, Poetry and Memory - Contemporary British artists’ books (blog post here) 

 

Collecting and Collectors 

 The printed books of Sir Hans Sloane (1660-1753), physician and collector (blog post here 

and here) 

 Charting the King’s Maritime Collection 

 Contemporary collecting from Australasia (blog post here) 

 George Orwell’s collection of political pamphlets (blog post here) 

 The oriental manuscripts collection of Sir William Jones (1764-94) 

 

Digital Scholarship and Digital Collections 

 Investigating the PhD thesis in multimedia or non-text form (blog posts here and here) 

 Poetry Goes Online: Preserving poetry journals and zines for the Web Archive (blog post 

here) 

 Profiling the Digital Humanities landscape in China (blog post here) 

 Virus checking in long-term digital collection management and digital preservation (case 

study here) 

https://blogs.bl.uk/socialscience/2017/01/2017-2018-british-library-phd-placements.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/socialscience/2017/03/womens-marches-echo-suffragette-struggles-campaigns-cats-and-collections.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/socialscience/2017/08/bringing-voices-together.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/webarchive/2017/08/digital-comics.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/socialscience/2017/12/21st-century-british-comics.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/english-and-drama/2018/08/from-the-strange-to-the-enchanting-the-hidden-surprises-of-poetry-pamphlets.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/english-and-drama/2018/10/poetic-afterlives-change-through-artistic-reimagining.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/english-and-drama/2020/02/stirrings-still.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/untoldlives/2017/08/sir-hans-sloane-as-a-collector-of-strange-news.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/untoldlives/2017/11/sir-hans-sloane-physician-collector-and-armchair-traveller.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/americas/2017/07/australasia-in-the-americas-blog.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/untoldlives/2020/01/george-orwell-and-the-strange-case-of-the-three-anarchists-jailed-at-the-old-bailey.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2016/09/multimedia-phd-research-and-non-text-theses-case-studies.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2016/10/digital-conversations-bl-multimedia-phd-research-and-non-text-theses.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/webarchive/2016/08/poetry-goes-online-preserving-poetry-journals-and-zines-for-the-web-archive.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2016/06/digital-humanities-in-the-chinese-context-project-kick-off.html
https://www.bl.uk/case-studies/evanthia-samaras
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 Playbills in context: linked open data for historical playbills (blog post here) 

 Exploring our ‘Endangered Archives’ projects in Africa (case study here) 

 

Economy and Politics 

 Understanding the economic impact of the Knowledge Quarter 

 General Election 2015 Web Archive 

 Researching the EU Referendum through leaflet and Web Archive collections (blog post here 

and case studies here and here) 

 Privy Council appeal cases (blog post here) 

 Trade literature in the British library collection 

 Politicisation of commemorative practices in Eastern Europe (blog post here and here) 

 

Ephemera 

 First World War French posters (case study here) 

 First World War ephemera (blog post here) 

 Research on the British Library’s zines collection to improve user access (blog post here) 

 

History and Art History 

 Karl Marx and the British Library (blog post here and case study here) 

 The representation and interpretation of James Cook’s Voyages in the 19th and 20th centuries 

(case study here) 

 William Blake at the British Library (blog post here) 

 Telling the stories of the Treasures at the British Library 

 Unlocking Charles I’s vision of Rome 

 Life on the Home Front: Experiences of the Second World War in Britain (blog post here) 

 

India 

 Online access to catalogues of India Office Private Papers foundation collections 

 Political cartoons in India in the 1930s and 1940s 

 

Music 

 European music print culture in the 16th and 17th centuries (blog post here) 

 Exploring music archives of 20th century British composers (blog post here) 

 

North America 

 Exploring American foreign policy resources at the British Library (blog post here) 

 North American migrant narratives (case study here) 

 

 

https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2018/07/crowdsourcing-comedy-date-and-genre-results-from-in-the-spotlight.html
https://www.bl.uk/case-studies/sarah-fitzgerald
https://blogs.bl.uk/webarchive/2017/08/the-2016-eu-referendum-debate.html
https://www.bl.uk/case-studies/alexandra-bulat
https://www.bl.uk/case-studies/neema-begum
https://blogs.bl.uk/digital-scholarship/2017/12/cleaning-and-visualising-privy-council-appeals-data.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/european/2019/11/the-revolutionary-year-of-1989.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/european/2020/02/the-centenary-of-the-treaty-of-trianon.html
https://www.bl.uk/case-studies/phoebe-weston-evans
https://blogs.bl.uk/untoldlives/2016/08/mud-blood-and-vegetables.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/english-and-drama/2016/07/zine-but-not-heard-printed-ephemera-and-research.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/european/2017/09/150-years-of-capital.html
https://www.bl.uk/case-studies/izzy-gibbin
https://www.bl.uk/case-studies/peter-hooker
https://blogs.bl.uk/untoldlives/2018/09/william-blakes-grave.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/untoldlives/war/page/2/
https://blogs.bl.uk/music/2016/08/music-printing-in-england-1650-1700-and-the-british-library.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/music/2018/10/music-from-beyond-the-rosemary-brown-collection.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/americas/2016/07/operation-crossroads-70-years-on-from-the-bombs-at-bikini.html
https://www.bl.uk/case-studies/laura-gallon
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Policy, Strategy and International Relations 

 Understanding the network power of the Living Knowledge Network 

 Examining the role of internal engagement and communications in the British Library 

 Soft power and international working 

 Communicating international engagement at the British Library 

 

Science 

 Science in society (blog post here) 

 Investigating Anne McLaren’s notebooks 

 

Sound Archives 

 Developing access to the evolving English VoiceBank (blog post here; case study here) 

 

Sports 

 The UK Web Archive and the legacy of the 2012 Olympics (blog post here) 

 

Textiles 

 Exploring and recording textiles in the British Library collections 

 

https://blogs.bl.uk/science/2016/10/replace-reduce-refine-animals-in-research.html
https://blogs.bl.uk/sound-and-vision/2017/09/recording-of-the-week-epic.html?_ga=2.83171670.1510748566.1506933643-1585177639.1481560446
https://www.bl.uk/case-studies/andrew-booth-and-rowan-campbell
https://blogs.bl.uk/webarchive/2019/12/index.html

